
 
 
 

 

 

 
The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is Connecticut’s statewide association of towns and cities and 
the voice of local government - your partners in governing Connecticut.  Our members represent 99% of 
Connecticut’s population. We appreciate the opportunity to testify on bills of interest to towns and cities.  
 
HB 6777 AAC Property Tax Abatements for Certain Senior-Owned Deed-Restricted Properties 
 
HB 6777 allow individuals 65 or older to deed-restrict their home based on the regional median income 
and receive a property tax abatement as long as the house remains deed-restricted and affordable. 
 
CCM appreciates the hard work and thought that went into this bill, but we are opposed to HB 6777 as 
drafted.  The majority of municipalities are concerned with eroding its property tax base any further and 
this bill does not have enough check and balances to ensure that those who avail themselves of this 
opportunity are eligible.  It should be noted that cities and towns can already provide this tax abatement, 
but have not done so because of its complexity to implement. 
 
The proposal ties eligibility for the program to income rather than the value of the home, which is 
problematic.  Besides the administrative burden municipalities will shoulder to verify income, many 
individuals who do not earn regular income but are supported by trusts would be eligible.  Also, homes 
that are not affordable to you or I may be eligible to be deed-restricted since there is no cap on the value 
of the home.  We recommend capping the eligibility to the homes value relative to other housing in the 
community or regionally. 
 
Also, losing the property tax revenue for many communities may not be offset by gaining two points 
towards the 8-30g goals communities are trying to attain.  The provision to have the abated taxes be 
recouped by the municipality if the home is no longer deed-restricted needs to be reworked.   
 
Municipalities should be able to allocate the funds as they see fit if the back taxes are paid back to the 
city or town.  Tying a municipality’s hands and forcing them to spend it on affordable housing, while 
laudable, does not reflect the current circumstances where inflation and costs are rising and municipal 
revenue remains flat causing municipal budgets to be stretched thin.   
 
CCM is willing to work with the Committee and the proponents of HB 6777 as well as HB 5326 to see 
if we can come up with a solution that works for all parties. 
 

 

If you have any questions, please contact  Brian O’Connor Director of Public Policy and Advocacy, or 
Zachary McKeown, Senior Legislative Associate of CCM. 
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